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FOREWORD

In the year 2016 thirty eight thousand six hundred and
accidents were reported, in which 1 720 people were killed ang 11
some sustaining permanent disabilities. An analysis of these stati™
that most of these accidents are attributable to human error.

A vehicle is a good means of transport, but a dangerous weapon in the hands of

reckless people.

‘The country cannot afford this continuous loss of lives and property. Remember, @
road traffic accident can happen to you and me, people with family responsibilities,
or young people in the prime of their lives, who have no wish to kill or to be killed.
But this is happening daily, and the cost in terms of human suffering and material

loss continues to escalate unabated.

This is a very sad state of affairs which each and everyone of'us should try to deal
with through better driving habits and greater courtesy towéfg;ls other road users.

| -
o

The Highway Code has a message for all road users who include:—
e Pedestrians MhoprsRils

e Cyclists, and
e Motorists

| hope you will make the best possible use of this Highway Code.

Zimbabwe requires all its resources, human, material and financial, in order to fulfil
its development goals. Please accept the responsibility of being a safe road user and
help promote a spirit of courtesy and consideration for other road users Togéth:r

we can significantly reduce unwarranted and wanton carnage on our road
all, many countries experience much lower accident rates, S. After

Thank you for your sincere co-operation.

Hon. Minister\F. Mhona MR SR
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an citizens and visitors alike, is the
people, who annually allocate large




INTRODUCTION

er in this Code has been
f road-users. This does
since nothing less than
d of all road-users.

To make for easier reference, much of the subject matt
grouped under headings relating to different classes ©
not, of course, offer a short-cut to studying this Code, S
an intimate knowledge of the Code in its entirety is require
of the measures contained

The Code is not a traffic law manual, although some
good sense and courtesy.

herein are prescribed by law. Others are dictated by
No one category is more important than the other.

In Zimbabwe, vehicular traffic is required to “Keep to the LEFT” of .the road,
and the Code has been compiled on this basis. Visitors from countrieés where
the “Keep to the RIGHT” rule applies are urged to be on their guard, for \fvhat
might be the correct procedure to follow in their country could be highly
dangerous here, where we keep to the left.

In responsible hands, the motor vehicle contributes much to a bet'ter way of
living; in reckless hands, it contributes much to a violent way of dying.

ROAD TRAFFIC SYSTEM

The road traffic system consists of the following four elements:

. road users — drivers of motorised and non-motorised vehicles,
pedestrians, cyclists, passengers, animal riders and drovers;

. the traffic environment — the road and its surroundings;
. vehicles — cars, trucks, buses, tractors, animal-drawn vehicles; and

. rules of the road and road traffic signs— as defined in the Road Traffic

Act and regulations — regulating and controlling the interaction of road-
users, vehicles and the environment.

As you move around in this system, you have to pay closer attention to the road
and the information given by markings, signs and the signals on and along th

road. You have to observe and take into consideration the behaviour of g h 3
ro§d users, just as they have to observe and take yours into consid 'Ot er
this way, you influence each other’s behaviour as you interact on t:;art(;g:- 2

This part of the Code deals with road safe

: cons
general nature and is, therefore, relevan G \derations of a more or less

tto.all road users. Remember that
0 things at the same time, and no







) the road, keep as near 1,
f’;c:f‘:as possible, especially if yq, :'EI
;thl'l slowly, unless, of course, 5, °'®
about to OVERTAKE or TURN RiGy, '

Never drive on the crown of the rq,

Never travel on the Wrong side of 1,
=

8ackground: e reteo:

This sign indicates to the driver

Jeft-hand side only, of an obstacle on

such sign has been placed, asindicated by the

\e police, road markings or other traffic controls specially require you
::md? S:E n:rf:& ergdfrﬂm your ﬁﬂem@w on the opposite sige
(il inviolation of road markings or ¢ control devices;
4 this continuous line.

Da riot behave like B, give way like A has,
g

in the face of oncoming traffic;
by making a right-hand turn or U-turn in front of oncoming traffic;

when You cannot see enough of the road ahead to be sure that you have
ample time to return to your correct "well left” position if tratfic should
suddenly appear:

Do not cut the blind cornars, Keep well left on blind rises.

(v} at or on approaching any road intersection, railway level crossing,
bridge, tunnel, etc.

W101 - Crossroad sign

Crossroad sign:

COLOURS:
Triangle: Red retro-reflective
Symbol: Black semi-matt
'Background: White retro-reflective

This sign warns a road user that there is a crossroad
| ahead.













goods hicle prohibited sign
king by ve e,
R215 - Overta ; _
i ited sign:

vehicle prohib |
Overtaking by 80095
G . Red retro-reflective |
gk i B Black semi-matt |
Sy d White retro-reflective
Background:
i iver of a goods vehicle that he |
i indr::ssh:rﬂr:tdxmke another goods vehicle |
:;vselling in the same dire‘ctfa’n_; arjd e
the prohibition on overtaking is effective for z
o dista:oe of 500 metres beyond such sign.

The desire to overtake for the sake of it can become an obsession, Figy; |

If you have a good reason to overtake another vehicle, pass it only &

RIGHT.

Provided that you are absolutely certain you can do so without endangeri.

yourself or others, this rule for passing may be relaxed, for instance

traffic lanes;

or

or she is turning right.

warned:

¥ou should not do 5o if it means encroaching on the shoulder of the

that
road, or if the fy)| width of
you have to encroach on an occupied lane; and

that none of - T
governj inese icumstances any way exempts you from the rules

"8 Your approach to roaq junctions and entry into them

Do not overtake on the road should?"*

if your side of the road has two or 1.

if the driver ahead has signalled that 1o

if, under these permissive circumstance:
You intend passing on the LEFT, be

fthe traffic lane on your left is not clear, so the!

Do not “jump” lanes. Make sure the
road is clear.

Do NFJT mave either to the right or left from your lane or stream of traffic, in
anticipation of overtaking, BEFORE:

. You have seen that the road ahead is clear of traffic;
. you have taken all the precautions for changing lanes;
. you have warned the driver ahead that you want to pass him or her; and

. you have checked his or her speed and satisfied yourself that you can
successfully overtake without resorting to excessive speed and causing
danger to others,

You must not assume that the driver ahead will slow down.

It is your responsibility to ensure that you overtake safely. Encouraging or
reassuring signals given by others in no way relieves you of this responsibility.
When it is safe to overtake, the first step is to move gradually into the proper
position well before you actually start to overtake whilst also checking your
rear view mirror, In this way, you can reassure yourself that the road behind
and ahead is still clear.

If it is, check your blind spot, signal right, move into the right lane, accelerate
and pass. Get ahead and then ease gently back to the left. If you really have
cause to overtake a vehicle, you will now get away and not “hog" the road
ahead of it.

If it is not, you will have left yourself enough room to return to your position
on the left.

Never overtake:

. in the face of oncoming traffic;

. where road markings or some other traffic control forbid i;

. when visibility is bad (in dust, rain, mist, smoke), and on or approaching
blind corners or blind rises. (If youcan't see, do not attem pt to overtake);

*  another vehicle that has slowed down or stopped to let pedestrians or
other traffic pass;

. on or approaching restrictions to traffic flow, such as bridges, flyovers,
tunnels, etc,;

. on or approaching level crossings; and

. at pedestrian crossings.
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62

«  passengers should be carried only in the side car or astride the g

+  Amotorcyclist MUST ensure that his or her motorcycle is fitted wit

115~ Pedal cycles and pedestrians onjy

R —

13, pi14and o
pcs "“‘m’""“""’lm R112, R113 ;
CBOY 1
ndliqdescnd s

i ,\mbm- White retro-reﬂe_cﬁve

oo ar:;l " ple retro-reflective m
gackground: plic road or 3 portion of the |
This |ndi:ﬂ§mt:; :ufur il flon Iaﬂd
public road & R‘ﬂ,at pedal cyclists and pedestrians
Pfdﬁ":m.;s:n:ud* public road or portion of stich qa
shall on

mmmcmm
cyclists and theit passengers MUST always wear pr
: :‘::fhelm Helmets MUST comply with regulations and <h
fastened securely.
«  Atright, always wear reflective clothing for visibility.

A maximum of two passengers can be carried in a side car, and orl, i
passenger can be carried on the pillion and foot rests are nec

more than two headlamps and at least one tail lamp and ane rea
light. A side car MUST be fitted with at least one tail lamp.

oisy

Failure to keep a motor cycle in good condition can have very 5775
oonsequiences for the unprotected rider, These are the items to ¥

» e effective silencers and avoid causing distraction or offence i
acceleration,

~ Youshould pay particular attention: [

g mmMm properly and be effective.
The bearings should not be slack.

() Wheels she -
{f mm‘“ properly aligned and straight, with 1° spok

(M) The tyre
) wm g_'f’"?""“-"'ﬂ g0od condition and properly inflated
O Thectang e My secured.
() mm:,_""””“’“'ﬂ*ﬂﬁv taut.

O foot-rests shoulg be secure.
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(viii) The pillion or carrier should be firmly |
fixed in position. ‘

(ix) The saddle should be properly adjusted |
to suit you

(x) The handlebars should be properly
adjusted and secure.

(xi) A motor cycle must have indicators, a
stop light and a red reflex reflector.

(xii) A motor cycle with an engine capacity of 350 cubic centimetres or
more must be fitted with crash bars.

(xili) A red tail light is necessary at night.
(xiv) A white light in front is also necessary at night.

RULES FOR DRIVERS

You MUST be in possession of a valid Zimbabwean or other recognised
Driver’s Licence.

You MUST be at least 16 years of age to obtain a Zimbabwean Driver's
Licence.

Public Service Vehicle (PSV) drivers need to meet certain additional
requirements. If you want to drive a PSV, you MUST make sure that you
meet these requirements.

If you do not have a Driver's Licence and want to drive, you MUST
acquire a Learner's Driver’s Licence that allows you to drive under the
supervision of a fully-licensed driver until you obtain a full Driver’s
Licence. You are exempt from driving under supervision on certain
vehicles which only have a seat for the driver.

If you are driving on a Learner's Driver’s Licence, your vehicle MUST
display a visible L-Plate of the dimensions and colours prescribed by
the law.

Your vehicle MUST be registered, licensed, and insured against death
and injury to third parties.

Ensure that your vehicle is roadworthy.
Do not drive if you feel physically and/or mentally unfit.

Do not drive under the influence of alcohol and/or any other drugs that
may impair your judgement.

Never set your vehicle in motion until you look around and under it for
any obstruction, particularly children and small animals/pets.
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to others. You must NOt assume thay

auﬁ“ﬁfﬁ i
ahead take, the first step is 10 move graqy ),
mmnissafﬂz:l‘fmm actually starting to overtake ¢,

proper erate and pass.
You

ing traffic;
face of oncoming i
) in other traffic contro| fory
d markings of some Orbids
(ii) where

(i) whenvisibilityis b3d: gk .
ing blind curves, blind rises or blind corne,,
{v) when approach

o ther traffc pass;

(vi) onor approaching restrictions to traffic flow such ac
fiyovers, tunnels, etc.

(vii) on or approaching railroad level crossings;

{vill] where the road narrows;

(ix) atpedestrian crossings; o

{x) when approaching road junctions.

Be particularly careful at night and in bad weather.

Speed limits in Zimbabwe are expressed in kilometres per hour {x

Speed limits are the maximum speeds allowed by law but
necessarily safe speeds at all times. For safety reasons, reduc
speed to suit the conditions of weather, light, traffic, vehicle, roa
your ability to control the vehicle.

Auwoid reversing as much as possible.

I you have to reverse, choose an appropriate place to manoeuvre De

not reverse into 2 busy road,
reversing, look carefully behind you. You should:

(0] use all mirrors;
(i) _ check the bind spots; ang

i h%qdisuanﬂmhermad users or obstruei"

inthe road behind yo,
"’"WMMM while:
0 d"ChUl"lmm;

(i) Iooking
Mainly through the rear window; and
30

vehicle that has slowed down or stopped to let pedesy..,

(i) being aware that the front of your vehicle will SWing out as you

turn,

. Get someone reliable to direct you if necessary.

Observe all road signals, signs and other traffic control devices, Take note of
the road user hand signals

. at road junctions where pedestrian crossings are demarcated, give
pedestrian a chance to cross the road safely. A vehicle turning
RIGHT MUST yield precedence to any pedestrian within the crossi g

where pedestrian crossings are provided at locations other than road
Junctions, they are called zebra-type (ie. alternate wide stripes of
black and white). At such crossings, STOP and give precedence to any
pedestrian crossing or intending to crass the road.

Police Control Signals (refer to page 58)

. You MUST NOT hold any communication device while driving

. You MUST NOT tow a vehicle with a net mass exceeding the net mass
of the towing vehicle, and the distance between the two vehicles MUST
NOT exceed 4 metres.

You should only blow your horn for safety purposes.

You MUST NOT push a vehicle using anather vehicle.

Driving at night:

U]
(i)
{iii)

(iv)

{v)

{vi)

Avoid night driving as much as possible.

You MUST have your headlights on between 5.30pm and 6.30am.
Do not use anything that obscures your vision at night unless it has
been prescribed for night vision.

If dazzled by headlights of oncoming vehicles, cast your eyes
slightly to the left. Do not aggravate the situation by retaliating.
Slow down or stop, if necessary. You may remind the driver of the
other vehicle to dip their lights by quickly flicking your own lights
up and down once

Reduce speed 5o as to be able to stop well within the distance
illuminated by your headlamps. It is important to remember that
If your lamps are dipped, you cannot see very far ahead.

A single headlight might be a cycle, but it could also be a motor
vehicle —~ KEEP CLEAR.

(vii) A vehicle might be pulling a trailer, so keep well clear until the

whole train has passed.

(viii) Do not dazzle others. Dip your lights before they shine into the

eyes of oncoming drivers.
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a broken down vehicle should be attendeq 1, a5
For safety reasons,
soan as possible:

heavy vehicles conveying dangerous goods MUST be appropriae,
All heavy

labelled. y
trailer i a vehicle, all rules app

cable to other vehicles alsg abon

Since a

toit.

Heavy vehicles 0
yirements):

'{'E: a specified red and yellow chevron fitted at the rear;

(i) two specified white reflective strips fitted at the front: and

L} j
(ili) specified yellow reflactive strips fitted at the sides.

A set of red reflective triangles
must be carried on the vehicle
for use in the event of a
breakdown. The red reflective
triangle MUST be placed not less
than 30 metres and not more
than 50 metres behind and in
front of a stationary vehicle. The
triangles MUST be on the same
side of the road as the vehicle.

Take note of limits for width, height, length and axle and vehicle load
for heavy vehicles.

Heavy motor vehicles MUST be fitted with height markers both at the
front and at the rear.

eed the following reflectors (these are the minjmy,

10. ABNORMAL LOAD VEHICLE (ALV) AND ITS ESCORT

10.1 ABNORMAL LOAD VEHICLES

An abnormal load vehicle MUST always be under escort. It MUST NOT
be on the road between 6p.m.and 6a.m.

o UST always be labelled “ABNORMAL L0AD” in red and have red
niE:Fauached toits front and rear left and right corners. It pusT have
ashing amber beacons and jts headlamps pysT always be on.

Jl:.; :.r:::i:; its dimensions, load or 3 combination of both, the abnormal
the centre f""a\f ©ccupy more than one lane, and is usually driven @'

of the road), thereby becoming a high risk to other road Use'
Never overtake an ALV, unless

should do so or the rpag aheadthe rear escort vehicle signals that Y

Is clear,
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Do not hag the road in front of an ALV at a steep descent, as the vehicle
tends to be pushed forward by its load.

(It is not recommended that an ALV travels under adverse canditions.

When an ALV escort is in sight, pull off the road, let it pass and proceed
when it is safe to do so.

ESCORT VEHICLES

An escort motor vehicle drives ahead of or behind an abnormal vehicle
to flag down, or alert road-users of impending danger, or give timeous
warning of the presence of the abnormal vehicle.

It always displays a board written “ ABNORMAL LOAD VEHICLE AHEAD",
and bears red flags and an amber beacon.

Always obey the instructions of the escort vehicle, as the general rules
and regulations of the road do not apply to ALVs.

As soon as you see an escort vehicle on a blind rise or sharp curve, slow
down and prepare to pull off the road to avoid a surprise collision with
an ALV.

PRESIDENTIAL AND STATE MOTORCADE

IF YOU HEAR THE SIREN OR SEE THE BLUE FLASHING LIGHTS OF THE
STATE MOTORCADE APPROACHING:

where the road has no demarcations, or is demarcated into one traffic
lane for your direction of travel, draw your vehicle to a halt at the
extreme left of the road; or

where the road Is demarcated into two traffic lanes for your direction of
travel, draw your vehicle to a halt in a safe position at the extreme |eft of
the road if you are in the left lane, or adjacent to any vehicle which may
be to your left, if you are in the right lane; or

where the road is demarcated into maore than two lanes for your
direction of travel, draw your vehicle to a halt in a safe position, which
may include a lane reserved for right turning traffic; or

where your vehicle is stopped in any lane at a controlled intersection,
remain stationary and only proceed when instructed to do so by means
of the hand signals of the police officer, or when the State Motorcade
has passed.




13.1 PARALLEL PARKING
chasa bridge; or
posmon su
the State Motercade, and always be

SUre ¢,
mmd-iﬁersbmhwhen you slo i

W doy

Wm W M'W' M ‘and when you resume your | iourney
aw

VEHICLES

ambulance or police vehicle sqq,

di
ope]-aﬁng its flashing heacon i

Move

BREAKDOWNS AND COLLISIONS

If you have a breakdown, get your vehicle off the road, if possible.

Use your hazard warning lights and breakdown warning triangles to
warn other traffic.

When passing the scene of an incident or collision, do not be distracted
‘or slow down unnecessarily.

The Code seeks to p te safe and responsible behaviour on the road.
In spite of this, you may have the misfortune of being involved in a
collision, Should this happen, you are obliged to:
(i) stopimmediately;
ng lsprnhihfted (il}  see whether anyone involved in the collision has been killed or
1 i j et - itjured:
= 3 parked he engine . - :
¢ o cle Wﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁmﬁ:zgs::rﬁ?y tWhile that - (i) if anyone has been injured, give all the help you can;
publicroad, (iv) if anyone has been killed, take reasonable steps to guard the
corpse;

{v) give your name and address and those of the owner of the vehicle
you are driving to any person who has reasonable grounds for
requiring this information;

i, for any reason, you do not give these particulars to the person
requiring them, you MUST report the accident at a Police Station
or to a police officer as soon as reasonably practicable and, in any
case, within twenty-four hours.
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/
TOUR BUS

POLICE SERVICE

T}

=2 M — A TRAM OPERATES ON RAILS WITHIN A pupLc | s

ROAD

TOLL ROAD

HEAD LAMP

HAWKERS

HEIGHT RESTRICTION

LENGTH RESTRICTION

WIDTH RESTRICTION

NOISE
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R1.4-4-Way stop sign

White retro-reflective
Red retro-reflective
White semi-matt

0 the driver of a vehicle approaching
that he or she shall act as for “stop”
not proceed into the junction until every
stopped at any other stop line at such

‘or her, and which would, in the normal
cross the path of the driver’s vehicle, has

to /
she shall yield precedence to—
roadway which is joined by the
he or she Is travelling; or :




J Mﬂon vou
des alfiﬁhers,
h‘afﬂe_.\







parking lines and other djrg;

d on the road are referreq 1.

lly to orderly road use, ang I’ as
i ?nd behave according|y, _Fhll

'dlrec_tian of the traffic floy
_d centre line, or traffic
. They are usually white

de you and you may cross
50. [

wrong for crossing line in

 bend confines approaching
where sight distance 5
using the same traffic

2 it, and doing s0 1531

continuous line; the
behaviour, just 35 if

=
N ¢

=7

Provided th
3t there ig p
: (5]
:.:afﬁ:. and if it is safe 10 dg osr;mg:m:
s i T
tha\«hcri:nss the continuous line becayse
& broken line is on its side of the road

-

e in

marking consisting of two continuous lines running si i

: g side by side or
(_l by a broken line directs that no vehicle shall either cross these lines
en to the right of them.

lines

or “Stop” lines - Where a continuous line {usually white} crosses
: lane, you must not cross that line until you have complied with the
of the traffic sign or signal that controls your action at that point.

Car B must not cross the continuous line
b_ecause the continuous line is on its
side of the road.

es at traffic light signals - you may not £ross the “stop” line unless by

you obey the traffic light signal’s instructions.
stop immediately befare continuing into

p” sign requires you 1o inu
d in conjunction with a “stop” line, you

d directly ahead. If it is use
immediately behind the line.
Crossing

destrian crossings 3
s, respect them and
ly.

raffic Iight-conrro[ied

re demarcated at t
hance to Cross the

give the pedestrian a ¢

rning left or right must yield right of way t© any pedestrian within

iti her than road

rovided at positions other

s |\;rari;.’w | e, alternate wide stnnpe: :rffa :lr‘:::
e, and the driver is warned of their E*if":: ;e::ﬁ:::ecpedesman
such crossings, the driver must concede :Isd by a lightof police officer

course, trafficat the crossing s controlle

be on the lookout for these crossings:

an crossings
, they are of the zebra
















m:o:mmﬂ stopping distances —
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mﬂ 40 km/h

Reaction  Braking

distance  distance : Amuﬁﬂﬂ_.uﬂ_._m
mmt, o o S i, : distance
56m 12,4 m : 18m

at 60 km/h

Reaction : Braking distanc m Over-all
distance

toppi
B.D.PDFFB.FB.FB«B, Frwiing
8.3 m 27,7 m : 36m

"

at 120 km/h

_ Braking distan
Reaction distance ng O<o?n=

.... stoppi
Fﬁ.h&ﬁcwﬁgppﬁgﬁiﬁgyﬁgmyﬁq???_ﬁgm&
16,7 m 113,3 m o ._uo-:



